in > lei 


x3 


| QUMHMETHOIT 
— ex OD U S_I.-3. 


- 


Sos 


‘GoveREGYPT,wuicnu 
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See 


YAIWT will be thought ftrange, no doubt, at = | 
% 3} leaft at firft view, that the preacher fhould } 
ey I$ make choice of a Text like this, upon f 3 
fach an occafion as the prefent. The if 
4 — audience will fay, “* What relation can the | 
Es oe Bho ee eee 
= are afiembled ? What remarks can be made on bys 
_ « Pharaoh’s ignorance of Jofeph, on ‘his cruel oppref- ef 
- * Gon of the Hebrews, or on hisdefpotic government * 
of his Egyptian fubjeé h can afford inftruc- ~ z 
“¢ tion or entertainment ft © the circumftances of } 
« this free meeting ”? However if we view the words 
more accurately, and enter fully into the ftory of which 
- they are apart, we may, perhaps, judge, that none 
could have been more proper 2©That no topick could 
have given a finer lead to fuch fentiments, as are pe- 
culiarly adapted to an occafion like the prefent. 

Tue Egyptians feem to have been particularly hap-_ 
py, in a long fucceffion of native kings, from the reign f 
of Mifraim or Menes, the founder of the kingdom of — +4 
~ Egypt, to the reign of Concharis or Timzus, the , 
“pwenty fifth king of Tanis or of the lower divifion of | 

ea Egypt, a 


= 


ee. 
Egypt, for the term of about fix centuries and a half*. 
During this long period the Egyptians, (as did moft 
nations in thefe early tirhes,) enjoyed great freedom, _ 
noble immunities and privileges. Efpecially, was this _ 
the cafe, until the latter part of the reign of Thufi- 
mares, the twentieth king of Tanis or of the lower __ 


divifion of Egypt. About the thirteenth ye 


reign Jofeph the Hebrew was advanced to the office 


of prime minifter in the court of B nh. Near thir- 


teen years after his advancement, towards the clofe of 
that remarkabie famine, which then prevailed over 


- Peyps and all the neighbouring kingdoms, he bought 


the Egyptians themfelves, as he had their lands and 
cattle before. From this time they became the fer- 
ants and tenants of Pharaoh, and their former privi- 
legeetered a great eclipfe. They now held their 
lands of the crown, tilled them for Pharaoh, and gave 
=f 1 of their increafe, as an annual acknowledgement 
an tribute to their prince. 
Josep, who had been a father to Pharaoh, and to 
his fubjects, feemeth to have fupported his character, 
not only during the reign of Thufimares, but alfo 
during the three fucceeding reigns ; and to_have been 
- prime minifter, in ‘the courts of four princes fuccef- 
fively, for the term @f about eighty years. 
THE government, his adminiftra 
to have been wife andugentle : 
abridged of fome, yet had many pr 
Tue great abilities and integrity 


eph, with 


the eminent fervices he had done in Eajpe ended 


* Mifrzim who was the firft king of Egypt, is fuppofed to have 
built Zoan, the feat of the Egyptian kings, in thole early ages, 
and to have founded the kingdom of Egypt A. M.1772. The 
conqueft of Egypt, by the Shepherds, is thought to have happen- 
ed, in the fifth year of the reign of Timaus, A. M. 2420, which 
is 648 years later, near fix centuries and a half, If we thoald 
reckon from the building of Noph or Memphis, and homeo 
beginning of the reign of Naphtuhim, about A, M. 1777, the 
period will include 643 yearse— é iki ee- 


— : ? 


of his. 


C33) 
is name and memory dear, both to the princes whom 
¢ had ferved, and to the people whote faviour, as 
yell as. ruler he had been. He had advanced the 
n of Egypt to a {tate of grandeur and oppulence, 
ich, before this time, had been unknown in that, 
perhaps, in every other kingdom. 
JONG, no doubt, had the memory of Jofeph and of 
been precious, and his name been honour- 
Egyptian princes and their fubjeéts, had a 
of native kings continued to hold the fceptre. 
doubt, children of ..Jacob would, not 
only, have continued to flourifh, but would, for his 
fake, have obtained protection. i ee 
Bur about fifty years after his death, the kingdom 
was transferred to a foreigner. “ Now ‘there arofe up 
«< a new King over Egypt, which knew not Jofeph.” 
‘hat is, a king of another family and nation*. This 
new or foreign king, is fuppofed to have been Salatis, 
the firft of the Shepherd kings, as they are commonly 
_ called. He, about the fifth year of the reign of Con- 
___ charis or Timzeus, led a numerous army of foreigners, 
. ME ancient Horites, whom the children of 
- £fau, about this time, expelled from Mount Seir,) 
_ _ againft Egypt. They marked their way with terrible 
_ _ flaughter and devaftation. The inhabitants were flain, 
_ their.cities and houfes laid in afhes, and the country, 
_ unable to refift the fury and valour of thefe bloody 
__ invaders, foon made its fubmiffion. The conquerors, 
advanced Salatis, their principal leader, to the throne. 
_ He knew not Josrpu. He was a ftranger to his per- 
| fon and fervices. He had no’particular conneétions 
ee with 


. 


* Jofephus in his Antiquities, Book II, faith, When the king- 
dom was transferred’ to another family the Egyptians treated the 
___- Mfraelites inhumanly, contrived to opprefs them, &c. 

__._ Other Hiftorians fay, This new king, who knew not Jofeph, 
was a foreigner, who with a numerous army of Affyrians, of 
__ Phenicians, or of the Arabians, or more probably of the ancient 
» Horims. invaded and conquered Egypt, and called themfelves 
aftors or Shepherds, Shuckford’s Con. Vol. II, P. 206—z10. 


rs 3 | 
with the Egyptians or Hebrews. He had contraéted 
2 no particular friendfhip or regard for either. How 
dear foever the benefactors and faviours of their coun= 


try were to the native inhabitants, it little affe@ted him: 
% ‘Their good fervices to a country, for whofe welfare, — 
> 


/ he cared nothing, could have little influence indeed 
with him. ‘To maintain himfelf upon the throne, to ~ 
which he had waded through blood and flaughter, to 
reward his friends, and fix them im his inter er 5 ds 

_ufually the cafe in fuch revolutions,) ‘was his’ fpecial 
care. Hie therefore diftributed the land: among his 
foldiers, enflaved the ancient inhabitants, fubje€ted the 
country to tribute, and garrifoned it at pleafure*.. 
__Hfap he been a native of the country, the intereft 
of it would have been dear to him. A thoufand ten: 
der connections would have been formed with his 
countrymen. The interefts and bagniscis of the na- 
tion would have been conneéted with his own, and in 
many refpects infeperable from them. To the coun- 
fels of the wife men of his country, to the reign, > 
cuftoms, benefaétors, and faviours of it, he would have 
naturally paid a particular veneration and regard. 
Thefe would have all united their influence in favour 


= 


j 
} 


{ of a mild and happy government. But now they 
. were all caft into Meanponte fcale, and operated to 
agerandize the conquerors, to enflave and ruin the 
. native inhabitants. _— eee SS 

Tue Hesrews, who were fettled chiefly in the 
lower Egypt, and were a brave, numerous, and flou- 
rifhing people, and bid the faireft te give trouble to 
the ufurper, and-to reftore the country to its ancient 
freedom, he took particular care to enflave : and by 
every {pecies of tyranny to opprefs and keep low. In 
a word, by thefe foreigners, the ancient form of go- 
vernment was wholly fubverted, and the Egyptians 
from a free, flourifhing and happy people, were reduc- 

ed to a ftate of flavery and wretchednefS. — . 


¥ = ¥ 


* Shuckford’s Connetion, Vo HP. 205. 


dM this hiftorical fketch of the new king it will 
nnatural to remark, 

AT as the government of a people, by their 

born fons, hath the happieft tendency to main- 

fand perpetuate their valuable rights and privi- 

fo the introduétion of foreigners, to civil rule, 

moft efficacious tendency to fubvert their 

nd luce them to a ftate of flavéry 


and wretched: 


; obfervation will naturally . 
ld of difcourfe, as, I flatter 
yfelf, cuted, in any meafure, equal 
he nature and impor nce ‘of the’ fubject, would 
means fail to fix the attention of my audience, 
sreeably to entertain them, on this joyful anni-~ 


iaegs made, by the infinitely wife Law- 
GiveER, for the government of his chofen people, by 
sir brethren, who were trained up among them, and 

vent foreigners having any fhare in the govern- 

"fal ‘to throw light on this fubject. He 

refsly ommanded : * Thou fhalt in any. wife fet 

' him king over thee, whom the Lory thy Gop fhall 
choofe: one from among thy brethren fhalt thou 
fet king over thee: thou mayeft not fet a ftrang- 

er over thee, who is not°thy brother” ||. “The 
“principal réafons of this precept were, no doubt, That 

‘their king might always be a perfon united and con- 

_ neéted with his fubjects, by all the bonds of nature, 
religion, and friendfhip: That his interefts and hap- 
pinefs might be infeperably connected with the inte- 
refts and happinefs of his fubjeéts :---That from love 
to his country, to the religion and laws of it, and 

from a natural regard to his fubjeéts, as brethren, 
he might rule for the general good :---That he might 
eentain and promote the true religion, fway the fcep- 

ie B _p tre 


« 


Wh Deut, 17, 315. &.. 


“but a native Jew, elected according to divine appoint- 


- to hoard up filver and gold §. Gop faw that this’ 


tre in righteoufnefs, with gentlenefs and brotherly kinds 
nefs, towards all his fubjeés. Pies 

Tue: alwife and perfect GoveRNOR détermined ame j 
fuch 4 perfon would be moft likely to anfwer the ive 
great ends of gevernment: And that the conftituting = 
of fuch a perfon to rule and govern had the 
eft tendency to promote the common weal, 
mit the privileges of his chofegas nt 
ture times, 

He {aw that the introduétion of fc 
have a tendency directly the reverfe. T erefore. the 
Jewith Monarch might be no ftranger, ro ufurper, ; 


ment, by the general’ confent and fuffrages of his. 
brethren, whom he was to govern. 

Moreover, the Supreme Laweiver taught ts 
people, ‘That their Prince fhould be a man of truth, 
“ hating covetouinels,” > of known and approved a- 
bilities, “* juftruling in the fear of God” *. He was 
prohibited to multiply horfes or chariots, or greatly 


would have a tendency to lift up his heart in pride, 
make him independent of his fub; 2s, and put it in 
his hands to opprefs" and tyrannize over them. 
From this view of the conftitution of the Jewith 
Kino, by the Supreme Lawciver, it is moft evi- 
dent, that He viewed it as a matter of great and 
high importance that thofe who bear rule over others, 
fhould be their brethren, born among them; hound 
by all the ties-of nature, friendfhip, intereft, and re- 
ligion, to rule in righteoufnefs :_ and to maintain, pro- 
mote, and perpetuate the privileges, i immunities, and 
happinefs of their fubjeéts. This He judged to have 
the moft happy tendency to promote and fubferve thefe 
noble ends. Nor could he think the privileges and 
happinefs of his people fecure under the government 


of 


se 


* Exod. 18,21, 2Sam.23.3. § Deuts 17. 16, 17. 
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or ufurper. Therefore He exprefsly 
‘appointment of a ftranger, who was: 
elite, to be their king. He knew, that 
f nature, the alliances of friendthip, that 
inefs for their native country, which, in 
lefs degree pofiefs all men, would, in the 
ign princes, all unite their influence, with 
attendant .circumftances_ and confequen- 


them_ Me celiors and tyrants, and to re- 


a | tate the moft wretched and 


me ¢ regulations were to be -at- 
ion of all fubordinate officers. 


And Mofes chofe 
su ith men out CBF all Ifrael and made them heads over 
cs ‘the. people, rulers of thoufands, &c” *. Mofes 
eemeth to have been firft direéted to this by his fa- 
_ ther in n Law ; but it is evident from feveral Parts of 
the Scripture i ‘that it was done at the commandment 
of the Lorp, by the general choice and fuffrage of 
the people. -“* Take ye wife men and underftanding, 
< and known: among your tribes, and I will make them fom 
« rulers over you. And ye anfwered me and_faid, 
“The thing which thou haft fpoken, is good for us 
“to de. So I took the chief of your tribes, wife men, 
Re and known, and made them heads over you, cap- 
_ tains over thoufands, and captains over hundreds, 
pre captains over fifties, and captains over tens, and 
“ officers among your tribes” ||. Their officers were 
all to’be of themfelves, men of great abilities, known 
and approved in their feveral tribes and Cities, as 
2 fren of real oe of invincible veracity andi integrity, 
or 
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of found wifdom and real largenefs of heart : Men 
who knew what Ifrael ought to do, and who would 
faithfully purfue the welfare of the people of Gop. 
“From this view of the Jewifh conftitution, fo far 
as it was of acivil nature, it is moft evident, that fuch, 
and fuch only, were to be appointed to rule over them, 
from time to time, as were their brethren, acquainted — 
with their genius and charatter, 'conneéted with them 
by nature, friendthip, intereft and religion : andevery 
way {o circumftanced, as that they fhould not only be 
the beft able to promote the common good of the 
people of God; but as that they fhould be under the 
influence and conftraint, of all imaginable engage- 


‘ments and motives, to ufe all their abilities, opportu- 


nities, and advantages to make them great, religious, 


cand happy. 


Furtuer, as this was an appointment of the Sv- 
PREME Lawcaiver, for the good of that favourite 
people whofe Gop and Kine He was, it is moft cer- 
tain that the appointment of fuch men to civil rule 
hath the moft efficacious tendency to maintain and 
fecure the rights of a people, and to tranfmit them en- 
tire to pofterity :---The nobleft tendency to make them 
a well governed, a free, a brave, a great, and flourifh- 
ing people. 

On the other hand, as the choice of a ftranger is 
peremptorily forbidden, itis equally certain, that the 
appointment of foreigners hath direétly the oppofite 
tendency : and is calculated, at once, to ftrip acom- 
mon-wealth of every thing dear and valuable, and to 
reduce them to a ftate of flavery and wretchednefs. 

Tuis fubje& will receive further light, if we con- 
fider, That it was threatened asa terrible curfe § up- 
on Irael, that {trangers fhould rule over them: and 
that it is mentioned as a lamentable cafe indeed, when 
there were none to lead them among all the fons malign 

they 


, 


& Deut. 28. 43, 44> 
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ey had brought up ||. On the other hand, it is pro- 
ib s arich bleffling, That “* their nobles fhould 
‘themfelves, and that their governour fhould 
eed from the midft of them” *. But in what 
one be confidered as a curfe, or the 
lefing, in any view but this, That the 
one was to make them miferable, and 
‘deprive them of every thing dear and valuable, 
d ofthe other to make them ‘free, profperous and 
appy ? . eee 
; 42 ie the general thirft of nations and communi- 
‘ties to be governed by their own fons, and their great 
Ss ‘averfion to rulers of foreign extraét demonftrate the 
‘vation, I am attempting to illuftrate, and fhew it 
0 be agreeable to the common fenfe and experience 
of mankind. 
_ ‘Tuar there is a ftrong and univerfal thirft in all 
“nations and communities to be governed by their coun- 
“trymen and acquaintance, is indifputably evident from 
the ftruggles, which they have univerfally made to 
fu port their native princes and rulers, and to expel 
- ‘others. Where is the nation which hath not run to 
“arms, and difputed this matter at the point of the 
“fword ? How did-the ancient nations of the eaft con- 
tend with blood and fire for the privilege of being go- 
_yerned by their native princes? When the Romans 
began to extend their conquefts in Italy, and when 
afterwards they alarmed the European nations with 
the terrour of their arms, how warmly did the various 
‘independent {tates and nations difpute this privilege at 
. the expence of their lives and fortunes ? When foiled 
or vanquifhed in one terrible engagement, how foon 
did they rally again, and with a bravery and heroifn 
‘peculiar to free and independent nations rufh to new - 
-pattles.? Efteeming the privilege of being governed 
by their friends dearer than their treafures or blood, 
Saith 


“¢ - 


a 


ae | Ifaiah 51.18, 5 Jer. 30. 213 


(tes 


Saith a fine modern writer, * Thefe defended their 
“ ancient poffeffions with obftinate valour. It was by — 


‘* the fuperiority of their difcipline rather than of 


“ their courage, that the Romans gained any advantage 


* overthem. The vanquifhed people refumed their 
* arms with frefh fpirit and their undifciplined valour 
“* animated by the love of liberty, fupplied the want 
** of conduct as wellas of union” +. How warm and 


bloody were the {truggles of the ancient Britons for 


thefe privileges when Julius Czfar * made his difcent 
upon the Britifh Ifand ?---And afterwards, with the 
Saxons, Danes and Normans ? How bravely did the 
Barons of, England take up arms in the Reigns of 
King John, and of Henry the III, to drive foreigners 
from the courts of the nation, and to fill the feats of 
Juftice with their acquaintance-and free-born fons? 
But what can be the language of all thefe bloody ftrug- 
gics, of this univerfal thirft of nations to be governed 
y their own children, but this, That the government 
of ftates and nations, by their own fons and_neigh- 
bours, hath the happieft tendency to maintain and per- 
petuate their privileges : and that the introduétion of 
foreigners 


+ Dr. Robertfon in his hiftory of Charles V. 


* Julius Cefar firt landed in Britain on the 26th of Auguft, 
A.M. 3950, a little more than 54 years before the commence- 
ment of the Chriftian /ra.. The battles between him and the 
Britons were very obftinate and bloody, but the Romans, at Jatt, 
by their foperior fill and difcipline obtained the advantage, and 
got foocing on the ifland. ‘They remained here almoft 500 years ; 


a great part of which time, the Britons were their tributaries. , 


‘They were, at times, intolerably oppiefled and moft barbaroufly 
treated by the Romans : and at turns, for hundreds of years, they 
difputed their liberties with them, with the moft obftinate and in- 
vincible valour. In the reignof Nero A. D. 61, Boadicea, a Bri- 
ufh Queen, who had been treated with infufferable inpumanity 
and outrage, by the Romans, drew together an army of 230200 
apes to avesge her own, and her country’s wrongs. She 
yeduced feveral of the principal Roman cities, and put 70 or 80 
thoufend Romars to the fword: But unfortunately engaging 
Suetoniys the Roman general, in a narrow pals, the was defeat- 


; ed, 
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to civil government hath the moft efficaci- 
cy, to fubyert their conftitution, to enflave 
: — ‘them miferable ? Thisthen is agreeable to 
"the univerfal fenfe and experience of mankind. Thefe 
are fentiments written not in letters of gold, but in the 
far more® expreffive chara€tcrs of Fiuman Broop. _ 

- Furtuermore, the hiftory of ancient, as well as 
of later ages will Yeflect light upon this fubje&t. No 
fooner did foréigners poflefs themfelves of civil Rule 
in E , than the ancient inhabitants, Egyptians, as 
well-as Hebrews, loft their former freedom and funk, 
into a ftate of flavery and wretchednefs hardly to be 
~ deferibed. To fhew inftances of the like nature, in 
moft of the eaftern, as well as of the European na- 
tions, would not be hard or difficult. But our own 
mation will furnifh us with fo many affecting inftances 
of this nature, that we need not fearch for them in 
fotéign countries. To mention a few ; How intcle- 
_ rable were the fufferings, abufes and oppreffions of the 
ancient Britons, at turns, under the Roman govern- 
ment, and efpecially under theGovernment of theSaxons 
and Danes ? "What uneafinefs, univerfal difcontent and 
i eo: mifery 


éd, with the lofs of 80 thoufand men: The Romans. took their 
final leave of Briton, A. D. 448. Very foon after their departure, 
the Saxons began to tran{port themfelves into Britain, made fet- 
tlements, and in the fifth and fixth centuries formed the Hep- 
_tarchy, or feven Saxon kingdoms. They reduced the Britons 
“toa ftate of fervirude, and employed them in all manner of 
drodgeries ; particularly in cultivating thofe very lands, for their 
foreign matters, of which they had been the Proprietors. In the 
beginning of the ninth century Egbert put an end to the Hep- 
tarchy, and became the firft monarch of all England. The Danes 
began their Ravagesin Britain about the year 832, and continu- 
ed them until 1013, when Swane or Swein, King of Denmark, 
made an entiré cenqueft of England, and was acknowledged as 
' king. He died the next year, reb. 3, 1014, after he had dif- 
“treffed the nation beyond all defcription. Speed, fpeaking of 
‘this time, hath this emphatical expreflion: ‘‘ Thefe_were the 
_ days of England’s mourning.”. His Son, Canute the great, was 
afterwards made king, and the Danifh Government continued 
for three thort reigns comprifing in the whole about 29 years. 


( 6 ¥ 
mifery did the introduction of foreigners to civil rule 
breed in the.nation, in the reign of Epwarp the Con- 
feffor ? Foreigners occupied all the great places of 
truft and importance in the kingdom, whether civil 
or religious... Saith a modern writer, “* The Normans. 
‘* intercepted all the rays of regal favours, and bafk- 
‘ed in the fplendours, which were caufed by the mu- 
*_ nificence and revenues of the Englifh.? Their per- 
nicious counfels and influence, had, more than once, 
well nigh plunged the nation in all the calamities an 
horrours of a.civil war. ie 

Tue dreadful effects of the government of foreign- 
ers, were {till more terribly felt in the reign of Wit- 
u1aM the Conqueror. Though he took the moft fo- 
lemn oaths, and {wore upon the relicks of the dead, 
to confirm to the nation all their ancient privileges, 
and to govern them by the laws of the and yet, how 
were the ancient inhabitants, without the leaft colour 
of law or juftice, deprived both of their lives and for- 
tunes ? By him the native inhabitants were almoft 
univerfally deprived of every place of honour and 
truft, and Normans in every part of the kingdom in- 
troduced to civil rule, who paid little regard to law 
or juftice, and -practifed almoft every f{pecies of op- 
preffion and tyranny. Inferior officers treated the 
Englifh gentry and nobility with infolence, loaded the 
people with grievous exactions, and, in time of peace, 
plundered their houfes, and ravifhed their women,» 
even with a favage and brutal wantonnefs. And what 
is {till worfe, this fcene of violence, outrage, and hor- 
rour, which nothing but cruelty could countenance, 
nothing but the moft barbarous favagenefs could to- 
lerate, was connived at, if not favoured by the guar- 
dians of the realm. The perpetrators of thefe vio- 
lences were protected, and the complaints of the fuf- 
ferers treated with infult and outrage *. as 

Tue people, mad with oppreflion, ran to arms, 

: 5 and. 


~ #See Rider’s Hiflory of England, Vol. 4. Ps 197; 198, 
/ = 
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LIAM, inftead of redreffing their wrongs, wait- 
ntry with fire and fword. The lands and 
0} Natives were taken from them, their hou- 
fes and hes confumed with fire, and even the in- 
ftruments of hufbandry were wrefted from their hands‘ 
Some parts of the country, for fixty miles together, 
became a perfe& wafte and defart, for many years. 
__. Allthe horrors of a dreadful famine fucceded this 
_ more than human wantonnefs of cruelty and_ rage. 
Not lefs than an hundred thoufand fouls are f{uppofed 
to have perifhed for want of the neceffaries. of life. 

_ Parents and children raving with hunger, expired in 
- the arms of each other, and lay all about the country 
. Yotting above ground, and having none to bury them qf. 
The es and friends of the nation, who furvived 
the dreadful cataftrophe, were obliged, “almoft toa 
an, to abandon every dear intereft and enjoyment 
- _intheir native land, and to feek refuge in foreign 
_. Courts: while out-landifh monfters licked up all the 
wealth and engroffed all the honours of the nation. 


_ This feene of diftrefs and horror lafted for years : nor 
_ is there the léaft intimation that Wri11am ever felt 
any relentings for his wretched fubjects, or took a 
_ fingle ftep to relieve the ftarving inhabitants. Could 
_ this have been expeéted froma native Prince? Was 
the conduét of Witt1am like this towards his own 
countrymen? Byno means. While he appeared not 
_ only deftitute ‘of all juftice, but of all humanity to- 
wards the Britons, he loaded them with every royat 
favour *. :- 
~e Cc Nor 


f| Rid. Vol. 5. P. 24, 26. 
*” William the Conqueror, fometimes called Willtam the Baf— 
aard, was the Bafe-born fonof Robert, Duke of Normandy, a 
 datge and fruitful Province of France, about z00 miles in length, 
and 1coin breadth, The Normans and Danes made a conqueft 
Of this country about the year giz under one Rollo whom they 
created their firft Duke. William, their feventh Duke, was’ nei- 
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Nor are thefe the only inftances, in which rulers of 
foreign extraé&t have reduced the nation to the | og 
wretched circumftances.. To what diftrefs and per- 
plexity did forcigners, foreign counfels, and influence 
reduce it in the reign of King Joun, and in the fuc- 
ceeding reign of Hzanry the III? Efpeciallys the 
reign of the latter is ftrongly marked with the bale- 


‘ful confequences of the government and influence of 


foreigners, who were the Prime Minifters and Confi- 
dents of this mifguided, bafe and unhappy Prince. 
Bur to pafs over other inftances ef fuch as have, 


_ in the moft large and ftriét fenfe, been foreigners, how 


terrible have been the confequerces of Governors from 
abroad, who have been independent of the people, to 
the New-England Colonies, and to the neighbouring 
Provinces ? How did New-England groan under the 

: intolerable 


bad any juft claim tothe Britifh Crown, However, having af- 
fembled a numerous army he landed in Englaud, near Haftings 
in Suffex, Sept. 23, 1066 ; where, on the rath of Ottober, ,com- 
ing to an engagement with Harold If, Son of the popular Earl 
Godwin, whohad been lately elefted King of England, after an 
ob{tinate and bloody battle, feaght on both fides with the great- 
eft refolution and moft unremitting ardour, from feven in the 
morning until inthe Night, he obtained a compleat victory. 


Harold the Britifh King with about 70000 of his men fell in the - 


battle. 
William was proclaimed King of England, and reigned almoft 


“21 years. He governed without any regard to his Oaths, or ,to 


the ancient Laws and cuftoms of the Nation : introduced the. 


Norman cuftoms and language, and all pleadings at the bar were 
in French. He treated the Englifh with great inhumanity, cut- 
ting offthe hands and feér of many thoulands of the people, and 


> deltroying all the North of Mhgland with fire and fword. Not 


lefs than 205000 Souls feem eitherto bave been put to the fword, 
to have been flarved, or fome how-or other to have been de- 
ftroyed by him, fromthe time of his invading England to his 


Demile, Sept. 9, 1087. He gave all the lands oi the ancient 
ishabicants tothe Normans, fo that at his death there was not’ 


van Englifh Gentlemen in the whole nation who poffeffed an 
eftatein his own Right. 

Normandy after the Conqueft became a Province of England, 
and continued fo until the inglorious reign of King John, 
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ty Bay and injuftice of Sir Edmund An: 
creatures ? Hlow infufferable were the 
New-Jerfey under the defpotic admini- 
ard Cornby ? How perplexing, how ob- 
w pernicious, and almoft perpetual have 
been the s of the Governors of the Maffachu- 
--fetts and of New-York with their refpeétive Affem- 
id blies ? How are governours, who are not natives of 
: intry, and who are independent of the people 
whom they sgovern, haraffing and plaguing their re- 
pete with prorogations, diffolutions, 
and almoft every low-lived artifice, to worry them into 
-“meafures fatal to the liberties and happinefs oftheir 
~-Conftituents ? On the other hand, what uninterrupted 
_ ‘Peace and ae Heit what a fteady and faithful ad- 
tt : juttice, for a long fucceffion of years, 


do Colonies enjoy, which are governed by their own , 


fons, *eleéted by the free fuffrages of their conftituents ? 

; - OncE MORE, the provifion long fince made in our 
nation, that every man fhould be” judged by twelve 
= s of the neighbourhood, in all cafes of property, 
las of Life and Deathyand that every man fhould 


judy s peers, may ferve further to illuftrate 
the point in hand. 

*" Tue appointment-of Juries, in the Britifh nation 
- feemeth to have been asearly as the reign of ALFRED 
THE Great, about the-clofe of the ninth century. So 

_ Vigilant was that excellent prince againft the leaft in- 
_ fringment of this noble inftitution, that he hanged one 
* of his judges for fentencing a man to death without 
the aflent of the twelve j jurors, The right of trials 

____by-juries—hath been efteemied as a privilege of inefti- 
‘mable worth, and as the very bulwark ot Britifh Li- 
berty, for many hundred years. The nation, at turns, 

- contendéd for this privilege at the point of the fword, 

"until the grant of Macna Cuarra, by King Joun 

about the a cf the thirteenth centu- 


ry. 
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ry*. By this the privilege of trials by peers and 
ries was put upona more firm and permanen 
ing. In this Britons glory and_ think themfelv 
py above any other nation. But wherein lieth the 
inighty advantage, unlefs it be in this, That it fecuret 
to every man a judgment by his countrymen and | 
neighbours ; in which, he may expect all the faveur | 
nd_ protection, which his charaéter and circumftances 
jn life, and which the laws of his country will juftly 
admit ; andis delivered from the intrigues and _par- | 
tial determinations of foreigners : with whom his cha- 
raéter and manner of life would have little or no in- 
fluence, to whom the laws of his country might be 
lefs known, and by whom they might be far lefs re- 
garded ? Z 
Lasriy, this point may receive ftill further light, 
from a confideration of the efteem, veneration, con- 
nections and friendfhips, which men contraét for their 
native country, and from aconfideration of the confe- 
quences.of fuch friendfhips and connections. = 
‘Sucu is human nature, that every man hatha pe- 
culiar regard for his own nation and country. All 
men feem to glory in the riches, valour, honour, li- 
terary accomplifhments, and various excellencies of 
their own country and nation. They feel themfelves 
fenfibly interefted in their welfare, and it is not eafily 
that fuch aregard for their native land is obliterated, 
and the influence of it deftroyed. Fhey confider it as 
the nation to which they are related by the ties of 
blood, as the country which gave them birth and nurf- 
cd their tender years. It is the country which hath 
extended to them the breafts of fcienee, and enlightened, 
their eyes with the knowledge of men and things. It 
- EIR is. 


* The fi: Magna Charta was granted Janers, A.D. 1215. 
The prefent Magna Charta, which is, in fome things, different 
f.om the former, was granted ia the ninth year of the reign of 
Meury UIA. D. 1224... re : 
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untry of their forefathers, which -hath libe- 
it’s favours on them and on their pofte- 

e country under whofe laws and immu- 
he religion, lives, fortunes, and every thing 
‘dear to their anceftors or to themfelves, have been pro- 
teéted and defended. It is the country in the defence 
‘of which they have expended both their treafures and 
their blood, To the religion, to the laws, cuftoms, 


and manners of it. they have been trained from the 


oem tender years. ofInfancy. For them, by long ufe, they 
~ have contraéted a particular regard and veneration. 
Mexake ae 


re the companions, the guides and protectors 


‘their youth. Here are their neighbours, their 
riends, their honours, and all their great Interefts. 
Here are the people from whom they expect prefer- 
ment: The people for whofe counfcl, efteem, and 
 friendfhip, above all others they have a particular re- 
- gard, _ to whofe interefts and fervice die are moft 
ready to be devoted. Here are the Graves and 
Bones of their Fathers ; here they expect to leave their 
own, with all their friends and dear enjoyments on this 
fide Heaven, Befides, if they are exalted to the feats 
of Legiflature or of Judgment, in a free ftate, the ef- 
teem friendfhip and fuffrages of their neighbours have 
fixed them in thofe places of honour and truft. The 
friendthip of their conftituents, the confidence they 
lace in their abilities, their dependance on their in- 

" tegrity aud faithfulnefs, the public manifeftations of 
“honour and efteem given them, cannot fail to infly- 
“ence noble minds, to conciliate favour and engage fix 

_  delity. Therefore all the ties of nature, of friendfhip, 
. of honour, of intereft, of gratitude and religion, unite 
_ their influence, and bind them to purfue the common 

good of their native country, the welfare of the great 
whole over which they prefide, and with which they 
are. {pecially conne&ted.. When they act as Legifla- 
tors, or fet on the Berich to determine caufes civil or 
_ _€rimingl, thefe all operate to produce Laws the me 
<3 ae wie 
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wife and falutary, and JupcmrnT the moft ri hteous = i 
and impartial. If they enaét Laws for the ftate in eee 


general, or lift their hands to impofe taxes, they at! 
fame time make laws for their neighbours, for t 


friends, for their children and for themfelves : They 


impofe -no burden upon others, but what at the fame 
time they lay, not only upon their neareft friends, but 
even upon themfelves. - Every motive, therefore, unit- 
eth it’s influence, and operateth with its whole force to 
fecure and promote the intereft of the Great WHo tr. 

If we view them on the Bench, it is their country- 


. man, their neighbour, as well as fellow-creature, whom 


they are about to judge. Their neighbour and their 
country both fhare in their affections: they would 
injure neither, but do juftice te beth. They are all 
attention to evidence, to law and equity, and every 
thing is fo circumftanced, asto effect a righteous de- 
cifion, fo far as it can be in this imperfeét ftate. 

- Bestpz, men educated in a country, muft be fup- 
poids (caeteris paribus,) to have a much better know- 
edge of the laws, cuftoms, manners, genius and inte- 


~reft of the people, than any other man can be fup- 


pofed to have. A thorough knowledge of thefe is 
of great importancein a Ruler. “A mancan hardly 

vern afamily in any tolerable manner, without con- 
ulting the intereft, genius, and manners of it. Much 
lefs can a common wealth or kingdom be govern- 
ed without the knowledge of them. But fome of thefe 


are to be learned, rather by acquaintance, obfervation, 


and experience, than by reading or ftudy. 

Turse confiderations therefore, at once, fhew us, 
in a ftriking point of light, that the government of 
a people by their free-born fons hath the happieit 


tendency to maintain and perpetuate all their valuable , 


rights and privileges. 
On the other hand, all thefe things, in the cafe of 
a foreigner, or of one who is independent of the peo- 
ple whom he governeth, and wholly dependent a o- 
thers, 


os 
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nite their influence to make him a tyrant, to 
$ government intolerable, and to make the 


7 by no means view things impartially : 
an ill chance, which people have of being 
in a mild and righteous manner, or of hay- 
_ ing their conduct and grievances fairly reprefented to 
_ courts abroad, on whom they are dependent, and 
whom to: deceive it is but too often their great in- 

- may be weil obferved here, That if rulers are 
de independent of the people whom they govern, 
nd wholly. dependent on others, ina diftant country, 
ncir connections, friendfhips, and interefts are there, 

will be much the fame, as in the cafe of a 


or gner in ie largeft fenfe. The circumftance of 
_ their being born within the empire, in fome other 


country, many thoufand miles diftant from the peo- 
_ ple over whom they bear rule, will not greatly help 
_ the matter. - The circumftances and caufes being near- 
ly the fame, the effects will be fimilar. 
_. Tue mifreprefentations which have been made of 
the American Colonies, at the Court of Grear Bri- 
_ Tarn, and the great partiality with which the Ame- 
ricans have been treated, in the late ftruggles for li- 
berty, will evince the truth of thefe obfervations. 
How have diforders merely trifling, in America, been 
_ tmagnified and {welled into high ‘T'reafon, by the par- 
_ tial reprefentations of fuch rulers and their bafe mi- 
= nions ? How have the difturbances of a few children 
_ © imprudent fallies of a young rabble, which a grand 
_ Juror or common conftable might have ftilled, anda 
ean: : ea common 


, 
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éommon jufticé of the peace have fevérely punithed 
been. maprified into ope rebellion, cee aa ers 
of ferious concern and deliberation in the Privy-Couns — 
cil of a great” Nation? Britifh fleets have been dif 
miffed a thoufand leaputs, and troops collected from 
various parts of the globe to curb and chaftife the 
rebels. —. = 
“Ys not all this done without giving the party accu: 
fed, paar whole towns, yea whole communities of 
people, the leaft hearing or trial? Flow unlike to this 
is the treatment which Britons receive in the Parent 
State ? Do not fuch riots and mobs as Americans ne= 
ver faw, and even infults of Majefty itfelf, pafs often 
there unnoticed by adminiftration? Not a flave can 
be punifhed there, but upon a verdi& of twelve jurors 
of the neighbourhood, on a fair trial. But alas! Are 
not Americans, at the diftance of three thoufand miles, 
in effeét, condemned unheard and treated as rebels ? 
ae {f Americans are fuppofed to be guilty ofa mifdemean- 
of our towards the Parent State, are not their towns in= __ 
2 vetted with fhips of War, and muft not examination 
35 of the matter be had under the mouths of cannon, and 

¥¢ before the points of fword and bayonet ? If under 
thefe diftrefsful circumftances, any grounds of pro- 

i 
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cefs can be found, is it not ordered that the fuppofed 
criminal fhall be dragged acrofs the Atlantic, be at ~ 
the expenfe of tranfporting evidences to Great Brr- 
‘rain, and undergo a trial, even for life before ftrang- 
ers ? What a wretched chance indeed hath a man for 
his life, though ever fo innocent, in circurrftances like 
~ thefe ! On the moft favourable fuppofition that 
he is at laft acquitted, he and his family are reduced 
to beggary: to be fure unlefs his fortune be more 
affluent than Americans can commonly boaft. At 
any rate, condemned or acquitted, he is undone. Are 
| Britons thus ufed in the Parent State ? Would they 
. brook fuch ‘treatment as this ?---Yet alas! is not all 
this right and conftitutional with regard to their Ame- 
fican brethren ? FurTHER 


y be obferved, that when a “peo: 
f Own country men, chofen by” 
ee-men whom they govern, they 
of the moft ably ee as 
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a biead and | advance “ther RoR 
en tained to vice, fkilful in 
| Species, deftitute of the tender 
) heart, mafters of intrigue and 
ed in-virtue as they are ac+ 
“as untatiglit to govern, as they are 
ue and corruption. ‘Too often are alee, 
tee fe the govern : ? men Ww 
tee people would ‘ne 
t office in a tate : and through . 
ie like character are introduc- 
truft. When this is the cafe, 
uences? The- chief rulers 
and patterns of vice and op- 
y are in power the people mourn : 
ate therh, they can place no confidence . 
or in their integrity; nor can they 
ure fubmit to their authority ; ‘but al- 
iin contributeth its influence, to make the 
ppy, and the peaple fervile and mi- 
what maketh the cafe ftill more deplor- ~ 
fe preffion and injuttice, the peo- 
ovokedto watrantable and feditious mea- 
ad of redreffing their grievances, and quitt- — 
- fpirits, by the impartial adminiftration of © ta 
peeired i is drawn againft.them, and they are ee 
1.) “ “butchered * 


“a 


butchered. by hundreds, with the fame fiercenefs and 
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barbarity, with which men trained to revenge, flaugh- 
ter and blood, deftroy their moft implacable enemies. 

- Bur in colonies governed by their native rulers, no 
fuch infurreétions are raifed, no fuch bloody fcenes are 
perpetrated. The people love and venerate their ru- 


ers. ‘They aretheir friends and neighbours, known - 


and approved among them, for ability, integrity, yuf- 
tice and mercy, . The people rejoice in their honours, 
venerate their, counfels, and fubmit with cheerfulnefs 
to their authority. The rulers and the ruled feek the 
honour and happinefs of each other, and mutually re- 
joice in the common weal. - : 

Tuus we have clear and ftriking evidence, That 
the government of a people by their own country-men 
and neighbours, chofen by common confent, hath the 
happieft tendency to fecure and perpetuate the privi- 
leges, freedom and. happinefs ly 


dependent of the people whom they govern, is calcu- — 


lated, at once, to. ftrip them of evéry valuable enjoy- 
ment, and to render them fervile and miferable. 

Ir will be neceflary, before I improve the fubje&, juft 
to obferve, That when perfons become entirely naturali- 
zed, &have fixed their interefts, connections, alliances, & 
friendfhips ina country, and become equally connected 
with it, and dependent upon it, with the natives them- 
{-lves ; as is often the cafe, they are ne more to be confi- 
dered as foreigners : and it is far from the defign of 
this difcourfe to maintain or infinuate, that they may 
not, with the fame fafety, as any other men whatioever, 
be chofen into places of truft, if in other refpeéts they 


‘are equally qualified. Where a man was rocked in his 


cradle, whether north or fouth of the Tweed, whether 
in Europe or America it matters not, if he have pro- 
per qualifications for government. ; 
Acain it may be obferved, That it will be an ob- 
jection of little weight, againft the preceding 5g er 
at 


communities ; and~ 
that the introduction of foreigners, or of perfons in- | 
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srs have fome times governed well: For 
o juft arguing from particulars to gene- 
raordinary and exempt cafes, to what may 
be expected. . : 
“fentiments before us naturally furnifh us with 
remark: That the people of ConnzcricuT enjoy 
teft FREEDOM and pRIviLEGES, and are parti- 
and fingularly HAPPY. | 
be governed by their own confent, by their na- 
chofen by their free fuffrages, if to enjoy 
&« happy form of civil government, can make a 
people free; if thefe things have the greateft tendency _ 
to make ‘them brave, profperous and happy, and to 
perpetuate every dear enjoyment, then great indeed is 
the FREEDOM, great the PRiviteces and Happiness of 
_thisCorowy. Such rrerpom, fuch privirecss, fuch 
_ _-HApPineEss, through the good providence of Gop, we 
_ amply enjoy. That great Blefling promifed to Ifrael, 
_ That their Noses fhould be of themfelves, and that 
' their Governour fhould proceed from the midft of 
them, is vouchfafed untaus. Our Rulers are our 
country-men, our neighbours and friends. They 
love our country, as the place of their birth and educa- 
tion. It is the country of their friends znd brethren 5 
_ to which they are united by all the alliances of friend- 
_ fhip and of blood ; with which they have formed a 
 thoufand tender and powerful connections. Their in- 
. terefts are infeperably connected with ourown. They 
are not only members of our civil, but of our re- 
ligious communities: members of our churches, bound 
by baptifm, by a perfonal profeffion of CuristTrant- 
ty, by facramental vows, and the moft facred engage- 
ments to Gop and men,to feek their good, and the 
general.good of their fellow men. They are bound by 
all the bands of nature, friendfhip, honour, intereft and 
religion, to promote the public Weal. ‘hey are ‘“a- 
ble men,”’ intimately acquainted with the laws, cuftoms, 
: manners, 


 § Jer. 3. 21. 


(28 ) 


manners, genius and great interefts of the py 
Jove. gur. country, our churches, and our 
Their..experience, fuperior -wifdom and. 
have compiled for us a moft excellent fyit 
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< -wancé their fortunes, at t hae! 
~*~ can Jay no burdens on.us, without . 
aeight themfelyes, their government is. pause 4 
for the Jittle teres it, as.it is. for it’s gentlen 
injpar lity and righteoufnefs. All our. expenc 
, way « ary || to pee officers, do.not, I imagine, a- ~ 
mount annually, by, confiderable, to,the one half of the — 
falary ofa, king’s governout,.in any of the 
F g Pro vreed Our lives and fortunes, all our privi- 
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leas say nd religious are ina very, ABBY: smannes 
fecuired. of 


mt have the grat eae as. well as civil pri 4 
“Reine a confcience in. — 
: : cauit sail man perfecured for his religion : : 


a: Sige eters -c23ee MS 


a "The ‘whole amount of the falaries oie annually by the “go- 
vetnmentiis only £. 580, “The Salary of the Governor is £. 300, 
of the Deputy Goveraour £. ‘100; of the Secretary £. 20, arid of 
soe ‘Trea 160... The Judgesef the Superior Court have 
yO talary icesle 16 govern: see nae Chief }u is allowed 28 
fhillings per day, and the four fide Judges ba 617 fhillings each 
per dey. .This court is obliged by Jaw, to fet 14 weeks annually, 
and commé@nly fettcth,. by adjournment; much longer, ‘and ‘the 
coft of it, isabout £.600 perannum, . The expence of it for 
three. years and a half pat, »pon a careful examination, appear- 
eth to bé about £2109; jut £.600 per annum. The avails 
ofit, together with the forfeitures, for the fame term, with proper 
allowances for fach as may not be recovered; amount t07£i2200: 
So that the Superior Court is of no. coft, at prefent, to theGolony, 
‘confidered as a Government... Ia fhort the whole ex pence of go-. 
_vernment in Conne€ticat is trift: ing. The cot of the General 
Aflembly anovally is about £. 1500.°. A*vate of one penny on the 
pounds Op the-Grand Litt, hick raifeth about. £, 6009-pen An- 
nom, near the one half of which is annually taken outof the Trea- 
dury for Schooling, hath of late years been fu ficient maceiay ait 
~ ous publick charges as a Government. 
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Four Bibles, may read and think for our- 
Happy indeed would it be, did we read them 
re, uaderitand them better, and build our faith and 
practice more entirely on the excellent doctrines and 
maxinis which they prefcribe. eS 
_ » us>Gofpielis preached among us with light and 
-. power. Weenjoy our Sabbaths and all gofpel or- 
_ dinances and privileges. Happy indeed fhall we be if 
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a lane eae irate milk ‘and-honey ;. in. which we 
_ may-eat bread” -the-full, “whofe: ftones are iron. and 
~ out of whofe'hills thou mayeft dig brafs.” It is al- 
+ fo landsunder. good advantages for a fea-trade ; fo 
~ that we may ‘ fuck of theiabundance of the -feas and of 
_ $ treafures hid in the fands'The lines are fallen unto”? 

us “ in pleafant places » yea” we. “have a goodly he- 
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-ileges and enjoyments, and from whom they: are val 
_ derived, can:we but refleét,"Hiow great are our obliga- 
tions to the moft grateful fentiments, even on the bend- 
ed knees of our‘hearts, to-offer our deyouteft acknow+ 
ledgments of praife and thankfgiving to Gop, the great 
author and giver of ther ?-And that thefe ftreams of 
his beneficence and mercy fhould lead-us to him, and 
engage us conftantly, and. forever-in his fervice ? 
_ Yra;can we but reflect again, That our fin and ine 
gratitude. will be great indeed, moft inexcufable and 
abominable, if under all thefe privileges and advanta-~ 
ges we continue in fin, and do not become, in very deed, 
an obedient.and holy people ?---Thae as we are exalt-. 
ed up'to Heaven, in point of privileges, fo we thall be 
caft down even to the loweft Hell, if we abufe and mif- 
improve them’ ?==+That it will ‘ be more tolerable for 
“© the land of Sodom. and Gomorrah, in the day of 
s Judgment *,” than for us. 
tars ANOTHER 
* Luke to. 15. 


we “ receivenot” this * Grace of Gop in vain. ae 
«we haveragood: landlike Canaan of old, | 


| ‘Wauize therefore we confider how great are our pric 
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 Awnoruer thought which the preceeding fentiments _ 
fuggeft, is this, That all poffible care, and every pro- 
per meafure, fhould be taken to prevent foreigners, and — 
all others, who are independent of a people, from hav- 
ing any part in government, and to keep civil rulers,’ as 
much 48 poffible dependent on-the people-whom they 
govern, and intimately conne€ted with them, . 9 — ; 
~ Nor only the reprefentations made, and horrible 
deeds related in this difcourfe, but the hiftory of all na- 
tions and ages will teach us, that nothing cam *be. more 
fatal to the civil rights and happinefs of a people than 
the government of ftrangers, and of rulers independent - 
of the people whom they govern. . When the govern- 
ment of a itate is put into the hands of men unconnect- 
ed with them, unfupported: by them, ‘whofe intimate 
friends and fpeciabconneétions, are ina different coun- 
try, and. who receive. ample: fupport from another 
quarter, they may well expect oppreffion, injuftice, the 
lofs of liberty, and almoft every civil mifchief. As this 
becometh the cafe with America, or with her feveral 
provinces and governments,-may not sz, and THEY 
expect to bid farewel to that liberty, to»thofe happy 
times and days, which we and our fathers have feen ? 
As things are verging towards this, are not our liber: 
ties, by little and little, crumbling away, and is not our 
happinefs drawing to a clofe? > 5 

Every free ftate therefore fhould maintain a moft 
vigilant care and guard again{t foreign, or independent 
rulers, and againft all fuch meafures as are calculated 
to introduce them, and impofe them upon a people. 
The very firft ftep this way, ought thoroughly to roufe, 
thoroughly to alarm them. 

Ir fhould alfo be the particular care of every civil 
community to keep their rulers as much as poffible de- 
pendent on them, arid intimately conneéted with them. 
For this — it will be highly: politic, in every free 
ftate, to keep property as equally divided among the 
inhabitants as poffible, and not to fufier a few perfons 
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di the riches and wealth of a country : and al= 
a {pecial care how they adopt any laws, cuf- 
dents, which have a tendency. this way. 
men become pofieffors of the Wealth of a 
il be in their power to purchafe, or by undue 
ice, which, in fuch circumitances, they may have 
moft innumerable, to thruft,themfelves into all 
honour and truft. This will put it in their 
fraud or force to keep themielves in thofe 
ofts, and teopprefs and tyrannize over their 
' It will teach the people to look up to 
o lords and mafters, make them fervile, and 
_ by little and little it will defpoil them of all true liber- 
_ ty and freedom. But on the other hand, the keeping 
- Of property, as equally divided as poffible among a 
~ people, will make elections more free, the rulers more ~ 
___. dependent, and the liberty and privileges of the ruled 
? » vaftly more fecure. 
; 


- | FurtHermore, will not our fubject direét us to this 
enquiry, Whether the erecting of Courts; and the mak- 
ing of civil rulers independent of the people, whom 

_ they refpeé&t and govern, are not inconfiftent with the 
original great defign of Government, inconfiftent with 

the great and unchangeable ruLEs of RIGHTEOUSNE®S, 

and incompatible with the important RicHTs, which 

Gop and Nature have given, in common, to mankind ? 

-. Is it not the dictate of reafon and of the will of Gop, 

‘That the original great defign of civil Government is 

‘the good of the community. ?) The maintaining and fe- 
curing the rights, liberties, privileges and immunities 

of mankind ? The impartial and faithful adminiftra- 

tion of juftice ? Muft not whatfoever therefore, tendeth 

to deprive mankind of thefe important rights, and to 
prevent the impartial adminiftration of juftice, be con- 

trary to the great defign of govefnment, and fubverfive 

of it’s noble inftitutien ? But is not this the cafe, when 
rulers are made wholly independent of the people, 

~ when ftrangers unconnected with them, and indepen- 


dent * 
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dent of them, are appointed to rule over them? Is not 
this calculated to deprive a people of liberty-and ju 
tice ;---to render life, property, and every dear enjoys — 
ment very precaridus4 and toreduce them toa ftate 
of flavery and mifery, inftead of making them freeand 
happy ? Is it not an’infraétion.of the great -and./tins 
changeable paws of Nature, Reafon, and Religion ?--« 
Incompatible with. the effential: rights:.of mankind? 


-. How inconfiftent is this with the conftitttion of the 


supREeME Lawetver for the good of his chofem peo- 
le? Did he notcommand, That all their rulers fhould 
dependent upon their brethren and moft intimately 
connected with them ? He faid-alfo, “ Fhow fhalt take 
no gift, forthe gift blindeth the wife, and pervert- 
*< eth the Words of the tighteous*.”» But if any gift 
tendeth to ASL Es ei if 1o fmall a gift as one 
neighbour may ordinarily beftow on another, is a pres 
cious ftone in the eyes, will not hundreds orthoufands 


: fterling much. more. havethisitendency ? Will not. 


fuch fhowers of gold and filver overwhelm reafon, cons 
found the judgment, and prove not My ftone in the 
eyes, but even’ render them totally dark and blind ? 
Have not Courts and civil rulers conftituted, in a 
manner, wholly independent of the people, ever been 
the public fountains of oppreffion and ‘injuftice? Have 
they not, inftead of defending the lives and liberties of 
mankind, wantonly deprived them of both? And can 
this be'more confiftent with the Britith conftitution 
and the rights of Englifhmen, than which the laws of 
juftice, and with the unalienable rights of mankind in 


_ general ? Have not Britons and Americans too, glori- 
‘ed in this, asa privilege, which they might all claim, 


To be judged by their countrymen and neighbours, 
who were intimately connected with them, and depen- 
dent-on them ? Have'not thoufands bravely bled to. 
procure and maintain it ? Have-not the whole nation 
thought it well fecured to them, for feyeral hundred 
“years, 

2* Exod, 23. S, — 


ee j 
Miacna Cuarta ? Have they all been mif>: 
is the conftitution of courts and rulers in- 
the people, and the granting them large 
ties from abroad, a flagrant violation 
tial ri f Britith fubjects 29. 
Ibjeke. ther. inftrucét us what men we 
his day, to ‘into places of civil, truft » 
truly great and noble minds;: 
-courage, conftancy, and firm= 
rvatives againft partiality and cors 
nen of little. minds, narrow and 
ily fwayed, by threats, fears, 
. fhould be ,men of genius;; 
and.abilities, who can, difcerm’ 
Mement ;.well acquainted, with the, 
u , manners, genius, and great interefts of. 
overnment :---Men of prudence, of real piety and 
on, of invincible integrity; veracity and faithful- 
e fuch as fear Gop,.men, of truth,,,hating, co-, 


SRF facred ties of religion, and, the 
10 


~The foree and energy of thofe tideating morives, by 
which they are bound to promote the coMMON-WEAL: 
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town, and to is gentlemen who fhall be choten te 
reprefent us, in he General Affembly. oe 


Refpected and worthy Faruers and Genriemen, 


_ Ivis with a very fenfible pleafure and fatisfaétion, 
that we behold Genriemén. exalted to rule over us, 
to protect our lives and fortunes, all our privileges and 

_ dear enjoyments, and to promote ourscommon Kappi-. 
nefs, who are our countrymen, our neighbours, our. 
friends, our brethren, and fathers: Men to whom their 
country is endeared by all the ties of Nature, whe are 
united with our churches, by all the folemn and fa- 
cred bonds of our Holy religion; and conneéted with 
the community, in general, bot ndfhip and in-. 

> tereft :)> Who, by our free confé; gnd by the influ- 
ence of our efteem and friendfhip emjoy their places of 
honour and truft. Great, worthy and dear Gent ix- 
MEN, is the truft we and the public repofe in you. 
More valuable far than gold, yea, more ‘precieus than 
our blood,:are'the privileges, which, under Gop, we. 
commit to you. “We perftade ourfélves you are fen- 
, fible-of their value, feel the importance of your trutft, 
and are not ftrangers to the influence of thofe. efficaci- 
ous motives which bind you to feck and promote our 
intereft and happinefs: « Under the influence of thefe, 


we. truft, you have lately’ tinanimoufly entered upon 
meafures to fupprefs ‘vied, and’ to incourage and pro-. 
mote order, virtue} ‘and religion, in the'town *.* For 

bi Soft ; Begs eae. thefe 


* The civil Authority of the. Towr of New-Haven, obfery- 
ing with ferious concern the growing immoralities and vices of it,. 
towards the clofe of the-laft year, entered upon fome' new and 
fpirited, meafures-ta fepprefs them. Oa: ‘the 27th of November 
1774, they addceff:d the whole townvon the fubjea, giving them 
tne fronget af arance, that they woald unitedly exert all their 
powersto fapp-€ls the imam ralities “prevailing init: at the fame. 
tinveuaViting them to waite” their “ mott vigorous endeavours 
with’? them “inthis important affair”? At a ‘Town “meeting, 
Decy 14th. 1772. It was voced, ‘* Tat the thanks of the Towa | 
‘e"be retarned to the civi] Authority for their- late {pirited ad- 
**G°Gf3,” &c.—** And for their good endeavours,” &C. - _- 


te 35.) 


have already received the thanks of the in- 
and, on the fame account, in the name of 
srend fathers and brethren, in the miniftry, I 
ou publick thanks : and affure you, that we 
rfully contribute what in us lieth, to encou- 
t and affift you, in carrying into execution 
may be neceflary for the peace, order and 
f this.town, and of the feveral parts of it: 


ith unwearied diligence, unremitting zeal and 
5 to perfevere in every falutary meafure you 
aken for the publick good, and that they will 
an argument, of no little weight, with you, to 
6 a prudent and vigorous exertion of all your 
, abilities and influence, to fupprefs all kind 


Zz 
Be 
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blefiing of Gop, not only be felt by the prefent gene- 
ration, but extend themfelves to ages unborn, yea; 
to all eternity. Good government and religion have 
a favourable afpeét not only upon the prefent, but 
future Times. No more can you be infenfible, That 
it is the duty, and an important branch of the charac- 
ter of civil rulers, That they bear not the civil ‘‘ fword 
“in vain,” that they be ‘* minifters of Gov’’t, re- 
vengers “ to execute wrath upon him that doth evil,” 
and that they be minifters “‘ of Gop for good.” ‘This, 
certainly, isa character, which Gop and men may rea- 
fonably expect you will well fupport. All the facred 
_bands of religion, and the folemnities of OaTus are up- 
on you, and plead for the faithful difcharge of your 
important truft, The temporal and eternal welfare of 
your neighbours, of your brethren, and of your chil- 
dren; the good of this town and government, .toge- 

i ther 
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sftimonials of a general approbation of 
ig, we perfuade ourfelves, will encourage — 


—— 
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-unrighttouinefs and injuftices ~ 
Lorp’s-Day, and every other. pe 


for the general good, ~ Let all the interefts « 


Common-Weatru, be ever dear to you. “Pa 


ther with all the tender and efficacious endearments, 
by, which you are bound to us and’ toy 
native land, “plead for it with a united fo 
energy. Unite then, in a vigorous. ¢xertio. 
your powers, to ftem the torrent of vice, which is r 
in upon us: ‘To fupprefs and punifh idlenefs, tas 
haunting, fwearing, lying, intemperance, debatchery 

yrofanation of the 
. ther Species of vice, which — 
may be cognizable by law, and fall within your pro- 
vince, Exert yourfelves’with true zeal and patriot 
country and nation, efpecially the interefts , 


Town, the great interefts of our CotizcE, and 


ly, may they be dear to, fpecially cared for and pro- 
moted by; the Genrremern, who fhall now be elected, 
to reprefent us in the General Affembly of this Colo- 
ny.’ “We imagine the publick teftimonials. we fhall 
give you of our friendfhip and efteem, of our confi- 
dence in your abilities, integrity and faithfulnefs, wi 
withan efficacious energy ] erfuadle and engas* you moft 
laborioufly and faithfully to” promote’ “our great inte- 
refts. You will not fail to confider. you are ating . 
for the country which gave you birth; and for the peo- 
ple, who have'nurfed and protected your tender years : 
The country which your fathers have purchafed and 
defended at a vaft expence both of tréafure and blood : 
That you are acting for the community where you 
have been trained to fcience, and formed to think, and 
aétereat and noble things ; and to which, underGop, you 
owe all your honours, privileges and immunities both 
civiland religious :---That you are acting foryourneigh- 
bours, your friends, yea, your brethren, notbarely by the 
ties of nature, but by the more facted bonds of our 
common Curistranrry:---That if under ‘all thefe 
facred bands and endearments, you betray your truft, 

you muft be perfidious and vile, beyond all defcripti- 
‘s on 3 
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pn; and that your names-will deferve to. be handed down 
£0 pofterity, loaded with execrations,and 
< ith eternal infamy,and fhame., You will no 


yn ccording to his Will, is the higheft honour and 
eft happi inefs, to which you can afpire on this fds: 
-~— That this will give furer demonftrations 
atne aot your names, and of the gooc 
ear { add to them a far greater 
“ike Jory, than monumen 
Eira while you faithfully ex~ 
er _ yourfelves: for the common weal, all good men 
will rejoice in your honours, and bid you God-fpeed ; - 


--- That this will give you the nobleft comfort and plea- 


fure ine life, the fweeteft fupports and moft glorious 
profpedts in death ;+---That this will embalm your 
names, and hand them down to futurity with honour 
and applaufe, and that unborn ages will rife up and 
~ pronounce their bleffings on your memory. Under 
a ‘the “influence of thefe GRAND MOTIVES, we perfuade 
— ourfe Ives you, will, by no means, betray our great 
interefts, but will aét worthy of the. Rgnpur and trutt 
we {hall confer ypon you. 
I fhall conclude with a word to the freemen of 
this free and honourable corporation. e 


Men AND ‘Baeraary, 


Wuite I congratulate you on the account of your. 
great and diftinguifhing privileges, and on the return 
of this joyful anniverfary, which affordeth us an o- 
cular demonftration that we are a free. people, you 
will allow mesto remind you, that you are all bound 
by facred bonds and engagements warmly to unite, 
with our civil rulers, in promoting the welfare of 
this town, the good of our churches, and of this 


common-wealth, The fame facred ties, in’ general, 
which 


ect, That to act up to your high charge as = | 
ftians and good rulers, ferving Gop and your genes 


Ca 
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which bind them to faithfulnefs, in their fuperior 
{phere of action, lie alfo upon us, and fhould engage 


1 22 Goshh a SJearn 
** to do. well,” to “fear ¢ OD,hgnour the Kine |,” 
- and cheerfully *“fubmit to the laws and sich = S 
. the colony. Let us be ftri& in family religion and 
_. | government, inculcate on the rifing generation the 
- . -? - -vaft neceffity, high importance, and unfpeakable hap- 
_ pinefs of becoming truly religious” :---Teach them 
to venerate civil authority and government +; to re-- 
- verence the fabbath, houfe, ‘worthip, ‘and ordinances 
as of Gop. Let us be careful to give them living ex- 
amples of thefe things in our own conduc, Let = 
ftrive to excel in “the practice. of righteoufnefs, juf-’ 
* tice, honefty, fobriety, temperance, chaf ity, induftry, = 
; loyalty, frugality, and all the focial and chriftian . ~ 
virtues. Tet us act confcientioufly in the choice of 
our civil rulers, with an awful-regard to’ the oath — 
of Gon, which is upon us, knowing, ‘that “* when the 
“* righteous are in authority, the people rejoice: but. * 
‘© when the wicked beareth rule the people mourn’’§. 
Let. love to Gop, and love to men reign in our 
hearts, and from this higheft, nobleft, divineft prin- 
ciple, let us ferve Gop and ‘one another, and “as 
** we have opportunity do good to all men’”*, . 
a -, Awp may “the Lorp blefs”” us and « keep” us ; — 
the Lorp make his “ face fhine upon ¥ us,+ “and be 
_ “ gracious unto” us. “AM E‘N.,. es 
bt Per. 2.s17.'g Prov. 29, 2. * Gal. 6, 10. + Numb. 6. 24, 25.. 
P.i5. 1 2. inthe marginal note, for Briton, r, Britain. 
‘PL ry. t. 8. for futceded, r. fucceeded. gs. ey 
P.°32.,1. 29. for which, r. with,” 


